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avoidance of tobacco and all liquors, plays an
appreciable part in the peculiar powers of Shaw.
To say that the writer whose course of life is of
this character is exactly the one to handle sex
matters with the Biblical directness and boldness
familiar to us in Shaw, is doubtless to expose
oneself to ridicule; nevertheless, I believe the sug-
gestion has much to support it. If Shaw is the
plainest spoken of dramatists and the frankest
in choice of themes, he is at the same time the
purest minded. And to deny that this bears no
relation to his unusual purity of life (using the
word purity in no silly, restricted sense) seems to
me absurd.

It is both difficult and unnecessary to bring
the Shaw of these earlier days under the re-
straint of a category or school. He was an
independent and eclectic thinker, particularly in-
terested by nature in social theories of reform.
An essentially sympathetic nature at bottom, de-
spite all contrary appearances, he had an hon-
esty and openness of mind which led him to object
as much to the stern application of the doctrine
of the survival of the fittest as to the convention-
alities and prettinesses of the Christian society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